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difference : then, by joining thefe together, I make a defini- 
tion. Winter is that feafon of the year wherein the days are 
lhorteft. Watts' s Lonck. 

1 o Wi'nter. v. n. [from the noun.] Topafs the Winter. 
The fowls fhall fummer upon them, and all the beafts of 
the earth fhall winter upon them. If, xviii. 6. 

Becaufe the haven was not commodious to winter in, the 
r ore p2.1t advifed to depart. A 5 ls xxvii. 12 

F° Wi'nter. v . a. To feed or manage in the Winter. 

. 1 ^ ie catt ^ e generally fold for flaughter within, or exporta- 
tion abroad, had never been handled or wintered at hand- 

meat> Temple. 

Young lean cattle may by their growth pay for their win - 

tering , and fo be ready to fat next Summer. Mortimer. 

Winter is often ufed in compofition. 

The king fat in the winter -houk, and there was a fire 

rr ing t efore him - J er ' xx *vi. 22. 

If in November and December they fallow, ’tis called a 

"r-fallowing. „ . Mortimer. 

bnred it very fmall with thyme, fweet margaromc, and a 

little winter^ avoury. Walton's Angler. 

Wi nterbeaten. adj. [Winter and beat. ] Harraffed by fevere 
weather. J 

He compareth his careful cafe to the fad feafon of the year 

to the froffy ground, to the frozen trees, and to his own win- 

terbeaten flocke. p. /- 

txt / . vpcnler. 

vv i NTER CHERRY. «./ [alkekenge.] A plant. 

i he fruit is about the bignefs of a cherry, and inclofed in 

the cup of the flower, which fwells over it in form of a 
biadder. Miller. 

WVntercitron. n.f. A fort of Pear, which fee. 
Vintergreen. n.J. [pyrola, Latin.] A plant. 

It hath a rofe-fhaped flower, confifting of feveral leaves, 
which are placed circularly;. out of whofe cup arifes the 
points!, ending in a probofeis, which afterwards turns to a 
roundifli fruit, which is channelled, generally umbellated, and 

conhlting of five cells, which are commonly full of fmall 
feeds. Miller. 

Wi'nter ly. adj. [Winter and Be.] Such as is fuitable to 
Winter j of a wintry kind. 

If’t be Summer news. 

Smile to’t before ; if winterly, thou need’ft 
, But keep that count’nance Hill. Shake#. Cymleline. 

Wintry, adj. [from Winter.] Brumal; hyemalf 
He faw the Trojan fleet difpers’d, diftrefs’d 
, W ff° r my winds, and wintry heav’n opprefs’d. Dryden. 
Winy, adj. [from wine.] Having the tafte or qualities of 

Set cucumbers here and there among mufkmelons, and fee 
w ici lei t ie melons will not be more winy^ and better tafted. 

To WIPE. v.a. [pipan, Saxmuf Na!ural 

1. JTo cleanfe by rubbing with fomething foft» ~ 

Such a handkerchief, 

Pm fure it was your wife’s, did I to-day 

See Caffio wipe his beard with. Shak. Othello . 

She a gentle tear let fall 

From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair. Milton . 

with her veft the wound (he wipes and dries. Denh . 

2. To take away by terfion. 

Calumniate ftoutly ; for though we wipe away with never 
to much care the dirt thrown at us, there will be left fome 
fidhage behind. Decay of Piety; 

3. 1 o ftrike off gently. J 

Let me wipe oft this honourable dew. 

That filverly doth progrefs on thy cheeks. Shakefpeare. 
Some natural tears they dropp’d, but wip'd them foon. 

Milton's Paradife Lofl . 

A young man, having fuffered many tortures, efcaped with 
life, and told his fellow Chriftians, that the pain of them had 
oecn rcndeicd tolerable by the prefence of an angel, who 

flood by him and wiped oft' the tears and fweat. Addijon. 

4. To clear away. 

ATacduff, this noble paflion. 

Child of integrity, hath from my foul 
JVip d the black fcruples ; reconcil’d my thoughts 
To thy good truth and honour. Shakef Macbeth . 

5 * To cheat; to defraud. 

I he next bordering lords commonly incroach one upon 
another, as one is ftronger, or lie ftill in wait to zvipe them 
, ^ of their lands. Spenfer on Ireland. 

o. itfWTpE out . To efface. 

This blot, that they object againft your boufe. 

Shall be wip'd out in the next parliament. Shak. Hen . VI. 

As thou lov’ft me, Camillo, wipe not out the reft of thy 
fervices by leaving me now. Shakefp. Winter's Tale . 

lake one in whom decrepid old age has blotted out the 
memory 01. his paft knowledge, and clearly wiped out the ideas 
nis mind was formerly ftored with, and flopped up all the paf- 
fages for new ones to enter ; or if there be: fome of the 
inlets yet left open, the impreftions made are fcarce per- 
ceived - Locke. 
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Wipe. n. f. Tfrom the verb 1 

1. An adl of cleanfmg. ' J ’ 

2. A blow ; a ftroke ; a jeer; a gybe; a farcafm 
o ftatefmen would you give a wipe. 

You print it in Italick type : 

When letters are in vulgar fhanes 
’Tis ten to one the wit efcapes ; > 

But when in capitals expreft, * ' ' f - 

The dulleft reader fmoaks the ieft 
3- A bird. ~ ‘ Swift 

Wi'per. n.f [from wipe. ] An inftrument or f}^ orth - 
which any thing is wiped. C 0 P erl °n by 

The maids and their makes, 

At dancing and wakes, 

Had their napkins and pofies, ' 1 

TT 7 -rrA nc * tBe Wl P ers for their nofes. r> ~ 

IRE. n.f. [virer, French, to draw round. Skihnlr\ lvT 
drawn into flender threads. ^ ^k'tal 

Fane was the damfel ; and without remorfe 

i he king condemn’d her, guiltlefs, to the fire: 

Her vail and mantle pluckt they off by force" 

And bound her tender arms in twilled wire * 

Thou flialt be whipt with wire, and ftew’d in brin‘d 

fimarting m hng’ring pickle _ Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra 
i he foldier, that man of iron, r t)a ' 

Whom ribs of horror all environ, 

That’s ftrong with zvzre inftead of veins. 

In whofe embraces you’re in chains. Beaumont and FBtchr 
And the cherubick holt, in thoufand quires, ’ ’ 

Touch their immortal harps of golden wires. ’ M;i h „ 
home roll a mighty ftone, fome laid along, 

And,, bound with burning wires , on fpokes of wheels are 

rr-. *ttt t Dryden s din 

i o W i'redraw. v. a. [ wire and draw.] 

Yo fpin into wire. 

2. 1 o draw out into length. 

A fluid moving through a flexible canal, when fmall, by 
its rricuon will naturally lengthen, and wiredraw the fide., of 
the canal, according to the direction of its axis. Arbutlmot. 

3. I o draw by art or violence. 

. 1 foyebeen wrongfully accufed, and my fenf c win drawn 
into blafphemy. ' fa* 

\Vi r ED rawer, n. f [wire and draw .1 One who fpins wire. 
Ihofe v/ho have need of unmixed filver, as gilders and 
wire drawers^ muft, befides an equal weight of filver mixed 
with other metals, give an overplus to reward the refiners 
fkill. Lode. 

To Wis. v. a. pret. and part, paff wifi, \yuijjen) Germany 
wyfen, Dutch.] To know. Obfolete. 

I hus proud and fierce, unto the hearts he ftept 
Of them poor fouls ; and cutting reafon’s reins, 

Made them his own before they had it wifi. Sidney. 

There be fools alive, I wis 9 

Sdver’d o’er ; and fo was this. Shakef pear e. 

1 his book, advifedly read and diligently followed but one 
year at home, would do a young gentleman more good, f zvi;s 9 
than three years travel abroad. Afchams Schoolmafer. 

When Mammon faw his purpofe mift, 

Ilim to entrap un wares, another’s way he wifi. Fa. Queen, 
Marry with a king, 

A batchelor, a hand fome ftrippling too, 

I zvis your grandam had a worfer match. Shakefp . R. Ill- 

When for more worlds the Macedonian cry’d, 

He zvift not jl hetys in her lap did hide 
Another yet, a world referv’d for you. 

To make more great than that he did fubdue. Waller . 

Wi'sdom. n.f. [pip bom, Saxon 5 wiifdom^ DaniftlJ Sapience; 
the power of judging rightly. 

1 hat which moveth God to work is goodnefs, and that 
which ordereth his work is wijdomf and that which perfeefeth 
his work is power. Hooker. 

’Tis much he dares, 

And to that dauntlefs temper of his mind. 

He hath a wifdo?n that doth guide his valour 
To aeft in fafety. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

IP ifdorn and fortune combating together, 

If that the former dare but what it can, 

No chance may flhake it. Shakef. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

As from fenfes rcafon’s work doth fpring, 

So many reafons underftanding gain, 

And many underftandings knowledge bring, 

And by much knowledge wifdom we obtain. Davies. 

IVifdojn is that which makes men judge what are die beft 
ends, and what the beft means to attain them, and gives a man 
advantage of counfel and dire&ion. Tetnple. 

As fcience is properly that knowledge which relateth to the 
effences of things, f o zvijdo?n to their operations. Grew s COjtn. 
WISE. adj. [pi y, Saxon ; wiis , Dutch and Danifh.J 
I. Sapient; judging rightly, particularly of matters of life* 
having pradlical knowledge. 

I would have you wife unto that which is good, and fimp’s 
concerning evil. • Rom, xvi. * 9 - 

7 V if 




wis 

Heav’n is for thee too high ; be lowly wife. Milton. 
All their writings were compofed in verfe, which were called 
runes, or viifes, and from thence the term of wife came. Temp . 

Since the floods demand 
For their defeent a prone and finking land : 

Does not this due declivity declare, 

A wife dire&or’s providential care ? Blacbnore. 

The wifejl and beft men in all ages, have lived up to the 
religion of their country, when they faw nothing in it oppo- 
flte to morality. Addifon . 

2. Skilful; dextrous. 

Speak unto all that are 70 /^-hearted, whom I have filled 
with the fpirit of wifdom, that they may make Aaron’s gar- 
ments. . # ^ Ex. xxviii. 3. 

Do we count him a wife man, who is wife in any thing but 
his own proper profeilion and employment, and wife for every 
body but himfelf ? _ Tillotfon. 

They are zvije to do evil, but to do good they have no 

knowledge. Jer . iv. 22. 

Skilled in hidden arts. 

There was an old fat woman even now with me. 

—Pray, was’t not the wife woman of Brainford l Shakefp. 

Grave ; becoming a wife man. 

One eminent in wife deport fpake much. Milton . 

WISE. n.f. [pipe, Saxon ; zvjfe, Dutch ; weife, German ; 
guifey Fr. guija , Italian.] Manner; way of being or ading. 
This word, in the modern dialed, is often corrupted into iva^s. 

This fong (he fings in moft commanding wife ; 

Come, fhepherd’s boy, let now thy heart be bow’d 
To make itfelf to my leaft look a flave. Sidney . 

Ere we farther pafs, I will devife 
A paffport for us both, in fitteft wife. Hubberd's Tale. 
On this wife ye fhall blefs Ifrael. Numb. vi. 23. 

The lovers Handing in this doleful zvije, 

A warrior bold approached. Fairfax. 

With foam upon thy lips, and fparkling eyes. 

Thou fay 'ft and do ’ft in fuch outrageous wife , 

•' ^ O j J 

That mad Ureftes, if he faw the fhow, 

Wou’d fwear thou wert the madder of the two. Dryden. 
’Tis in no wife ftrange that fuch a one fnoul'd believe, that 
things were blindlv (huffed. 
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Woodward. 

Wiseacre, n.f. [It was antiently written wifefegger , as the 
Dutch zvifeggher , a foothfayer.J 

1. A wife, or fententious man. Obfolete. 

2. A fool ; a dunce. 

Why, fays a wifeacre that fat by him, were I as the king of 
France, I would fcorn to take part with footmen. Addifon . 
WFsl.lv. adv. [from Judicioufly; prudently. 

If thou covet death, as utmoft end 
Of mifery ; fo thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc’d ; doubt not God 
Bath wifelier arm’d his vengeful ire. Milton's Par. Lof. 

He fits like difeontented Damocles, 

When by the fportive tyrant wijely fhovvn. 

I he dangerous pleafure of a flatter’d throne. Dryden . 
Admitting their principles to be true, they acl zvifely : they 
keep their end, evil as it is, fteadily in view. Rogers. 

The dodtors, tender of their fame, 

TVifely on me lay all the blame : 

We muft confefs his cafe was nice. 

But he wou’d never take advice. Swift. 

Wiseness, n.f [from zvifef Wifdom; fapience. Obfolete. 
No lefs deferveth his wittinefs in deviling, his pithinefs in 
uttering, his paftoral rudenefs, and his moral wifenefs . Spenfer . 
1 0 WISH. zj.n. [piycian, Saxon.] 

I* lo have ftrong defire ; to long. 

1 he lun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, 
and zvifhed in himfelf to die. fonah iv. 8. 

H hatNoah or Janus underftood navigation, may be very well 
fupported by his image found upon the ftrft Roman coins. One 
fide was ftamptwith a Janus bifrons, and the other with a 
roltrurn, or P r °w of a fhip. This is as good an argument as 
an^antiquary could wifh for. Arbutlmot on Coins. 

2. 1 o be difpofed, or inclined. 

Thofe potentates, who do not zviflo well to his affairs, 
lave fnewn refpecl to his perfonal character. Addifon. 

3 * L has a flight fignification of hope. 

1 Wbjh it may not prove fome ominous foretoken of misfor- 
tune, to have met with fuch a mifer as I am. Sidney . 

To Wish. v.a. 

i. To defire; to long for. 

e was fain to pull him out by the heels, and (hew him 
e us dead as he could zvijh it. Sidney , b. i. 

If all the year were playing holidays, 
o fport would be as tedious as to work ; 
ut when they feldom come, they voifht for come. Shakefp. 
ey have more than heart could wifh. Pf lxxiii. 7. 

Tl ^0° arC P re P ar ’d by my command, 

9 at convey you to the wifht-i or port. Addifon' s Cato . 

• 1 0 recommend by wifhing. 

^<1 I as many Tons as I have hairs, 
ttould not wifi) them to a fairer death. Shakefp. Macbeth . 
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3. To imprecate. 

If heavens have any grievous plague in ftore. 

Exceeding thofe that I can zvijh upon thee ; 

0 let them keep it till thy fins be ripe, 

And then hurl down their indignation. Shakefp. Rich. IIL 

4. To afk. 

Digbyfhould find the beft way to make Antrim communi- 
^ cate the affair to him, and to wifh his affiftance. Clarendon . 
Wish. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Longing deiire. 

To his zvijh, 

Beyond his hope. Eve feparate he fpies. Milton . 

A wifh is properly the defire of a man fitting or lying ftill ; 
but an acr of the will, is a man of bufinefs vigoroufly going 
about his work. South's Sermons . 

2. Thing defired. 

What next I bring fhall pleafe thee ; be affur’d, 

Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 

Thy wifh , exactly to thy heart’s defire. Milton's Par. Lofl . 

3. Defire expreffed. 

Shame come to Romeo ! 

• — Blifter’d be thy tongue 

F or fuch a zvijh. Shakefp care's Romeo and Juliet . 

1 admire your whig-principles of refiftance in the fpirit of 

the Barcelonians : I join in your wifi. ) for them. Pope . 

Wi'shedly. adv. [from wifioed.] According to defire. Not ufed. 
What could have happened unto him more wifbedly , than 
with his great honour to keep the town ftill. Knolles , 

WFsher. n.f. [from wifh.] 

1. One who loii2:s. 

2. One who expreffes wiflies. 

With half that wifh, the zvijher's eyes be prefs’d. Shakefp . 
W Fskful. adj. [from wifh and full.] Longing ; (bowing defire. 
From Scotland am I ftol’n ev’n of pure Jove, 

To greet mine own land with my wifhful fight. Shakefpeare. 
"VVi / sh fully, adv. [from wififul.] Earneftly; with longingi 
Wi'sket. n.f. A bafket. % Ainjworth-. 

Wisp. n.f. [ wifp , Swedifh, and old Dutch.] A fmall bundle, 
as of hay or ft raw. 

A gentleman w'ould faft five days, without meat, bread, or 
drink ; but the fame ufed to have continually a great zvifp of 
herbs that he fmelled on : and amongft thofe, fome efculent 
herbs of ftrong feent, as onions. Bacon's Nat. Hijl . 

Jews, who their whole wealth can lay 
In a fmall bafket, on a zvifp of hay. Dryden • 

Wist. pret. and part, of wis . 

WFstful. adj. 

1 . Attentive; earneft ; full of thought. 

Why, Grubbinel, doft thou fo wififul feem ? 

There’s forrow in thy look. Gay's Pafi orals . 

2 . It is ufed by Swift, as it feems, for zvififul. 

Lifting up one of my fafhes, I caft many a zvififul melan- 
choly look towards the fea. Gulliver 's Travels . 

Wistfully, adv. [from zvififul.] Attentively; earneftly. 
With that he fell again to pry 
Through perfpeftive more wfifully. Hudibras. 

Wi'stly. adv. [from wis.] Attentively; earneftly. 

Speaking it, he wifily look’d on me ; 

As who fhall fay, — I would thou wert the man. Shakefp . 

To Wit. v. n. [pitan, Saxon.] To know. This word is now 
only ufed in the phrafe to wit ; that is to fay. 

There is an officer, to wzV, the fheriff* of the (hire, whofe 
office it is, to walk up and down his bailiwick. Spenfer . 

Y~et are thefe feet, whofe ftrengthlefs flay is numb. 
Unable to fupport this lump of clay, 

Swift-winged with defire to get a grave ; 

As witting , I no other comfort have. Shakefp. Hen. VI. 
WIT. n.f. [fgeprr, Saxon ; from pitan, to know.] 

1. 7 'he powers of the mind ; the mental faculties ; the intel- 
lects. This is the original fignification. 

Who would fet his wit to fo fbolifh a bird ? Shakefpeare<> 
The king your father was reputed for 
A prince moft prudent, of an excellent 
And unmatch’d wit and judgment. Shakefp . Hen. VIII. 

Will puts in practice what the wit devifeth : 

Will ever acts, and wit contemplates ftill : 

And as from wit the power of wtfdom rifeth, 

All other virtues daughters are of will. 

Will is the prince, and wit the counfellor, 

Which doth for common good in council fit ; 

And when wit is refolv’d, will lends her power 
To execute what is advis’d by wit. Davies's Reland. 

For wit and pow’r, their laft endeavours bend 
T’outfhine each other. Dryden. 

2. Imagination ; quicknefs of fancy. 

They never meet, butthere’s a fkirmifh of wit between them.-- 
— Alas, in our laft conflict four of his five wits went halting 
off, and now is the whole man govern’d by one. Shakefp . 

Lewd, (hallow, hair-brain’d huffs, make atheifm and con- 
tempt ol religion, the only badge and character of wit. SouP* 
And though a tun in thy large bulk be writ, 

Yet thou art but a kilderkin of wit. Dryden . 
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